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MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND ALTERATION OF AIRFRAMES, 
POWERPLANTS, PROPELLERS, AND APPLIANCES 

REQUIRED RECORDS 

A NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING WAS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER MARCH 13, 1958, 
(23 F.R. 1737} AND CIRCULATED TO THE INDUSTRY AS ECONOMIC REGULATIONS DRAFT RELEASE NO. 92, 
DATED MARCH 7, 1958, WHICH PROPOSED TO AMEND PART 16 TO BRING THE MAINTENANCE RECORD REQUIRE­
MENTS INTO ACCORD WITH THE WIDESPREAD USE OF THE APPROVED SYSTEM OF CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE 
AND THE INCREASED COMPLEXITY OF MODERN AIRCRAFT AND THEIR COMPONENTS. IN ADDITION, IT WAS 
PROPOSED TO MAKE SUCH CHANGES AS WERE NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE CONSISTENCY WITH CORRESPONDING 
RECORD RETENTION PROVISIONS IN PART 2h9 OF THE ECONOMIC REGULATIONS, "PRESERVATION OF AIR 
CARRIER ACCOUNTS, RECORDS AND MEMORANDA „" 

ACCORDINGLY, CONCURRENTLY WITH THE AMENDMENT OF PART 2U9, THE MAINTENANCE RECORD PROVI­
SIONS OF § 18.2k OF PART IP ARE BEING AMENDED TO REQUIRE RETENTION FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR OF 
RECORDS OF ALL MAINTENANCE PERFORMED. IN ADDITION TO THIS REQUIREMENT, THE RECORDS OF THE 
LAST COMPLETE OVERHAUL CYCLE FOR EACH AIRCRAFT AND ITS COMPONENTS MUST ALSO BE KEPT AVAILABLE 
AT ALL TIMES WHEN AN APPROVED MAINTENANCE SYSTEM IS USED. THE LATTER RETENTION REQUIREMENT 
RECOGNIZES THE WIDESPREAD1 USE BY AIR CARRIERS OF THE APPROVED SYSTEM OF* CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE 
AND IS INTENDED TO INSURE THAT 'ONE COMPLETE SET OF THE MOST RECENT OVERHAUL RECORDS FOR EACH 
AIRCRAFT AND ITS COMPONENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AND ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION PUR­
POSES. ANY PROCEDURE WHICH DOES NOT INSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF ONE COMPLETE SET OF RECORDS 
COVERING THE LAST COMPLETE OVERHAUL CYCLE FOR EACH AIRCRAFT WILL NOT BE DEEMED TO HAVE MET 
THE RECORD RETENTION REQUIREMENTS WHICH APPLY IN THE CASE OF AIRCRAFT MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH AN APPROVED CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE SYSTEM. IN ADOPTING THIS AMENDMENT THE BOARD HAS CON­
SIDERED AND FINDS UNACCEPTABLE THE SUGGESTION THAT THE RECORDS OF OVERHAUL BE RETAINED IN AC­
CORDANCE WITH A "SAMPLING" INSPECTION PROCEDURE. SUCH SUGGESTION WOULD NOT INSURE THAT COM­
PLETE RECORDS FOR EACH AIRCRAFT WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION PURPOSES. 

WITH RESPECT TO RECORDS OF MAJOR STRUCTURAL REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS, THE RETENTION RER 
QUIREMENTS ARE BEING AMENDED TO REQUIRE RETENTION OF SUCH RECORDS UNTIL THE AIRCRAFT IS SOLD, 
IN WHICH CASE THE RECORDS ARE TO BE TRANSFERRED WITH THE AIRCRAFT, OR, IF THE AIRCRAFT IS RE­
TIRED, FOR ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF CANCELLATION OF THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, 

A NEW PROVISION IS BEING ADDED TO PROVIDE FOR THE RETENTION OF RECORDS OF X-RAYS, AND 
OTHER SPECIAL TESTS SPECIFIED BY THE ADMINISTRATOR, WHICH RELATE TO AIRCRAFT COMPONENTS DESIG­
NATED BY THE ADMINISTRATOR AS "CRITICAL" COMPONENTS AS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE RECORDS OF SPECIAL 
TESTS CONDUCTED ON PROPELLERS. THERE ARE PROPELLERS USED ON CONVENTIONAL AIR CARRIER AIRCRAFT 
WHICH ARE OF SUCH A CRITICAL NATURE AS TO REQUIRE, DURING MANUFACTURE AND PERIODICALLY THROUGH­
OUT THEIR USEFUL LIFE, EXAMINATION BY SUCH MEANS AS X-RAY AND SONIC TESTS, AMONG OTHERS. 
FURTHERMORE, IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT MANY MORE OF THE COMPONENTS OF TURBINE-POWERED AIRCRAFT 
WHICH THE AIR CARRIERS WILL BE USING IN SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS IN THE NEAR FUTURE WILL BE OF SUCH 
A CRITICAL NATURE, DUE TO HIGH SPEEDS AND STRESSES, AS TO REQUIRE SPECIAL EXAMINATIONS AND 
TESTE PERIODICALLY THROUGHOUT THEIR USEFUL LIFE. THE BOARD CONSIDERS IT ESSENTIAL THAT THOSE 
COMPONENTS OF CONVENTIONAL AND TURBINE-POWERED AIRCRAFT WHICH ARE OF A CRITICAL NATURE BE IN A 
SAFE CONDITION FOR USE. THIS AMENDMENT WILL GIVE GREATER ASSURANCE OF THE SAFETY OF COMPONENTS 
DESIGNATED BY THE ADMINISTRATOR AS "CRITICAL" BY REQUIRING THE RECORDS OF SPECIAL TESTS TO BE 
RETAINED BY THE AIR CARRIER UNTIL SUCH COMPONENTS ARE SOLD OR, IF RETIRED, FOR ONE YEAR FROM 
THE DATE OF RETIREMENT OR THE CANCELLATION OF THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, IF REGISTERED. 

THE FOREGOING RECORD REQUIREMENTS ARE CONSIDERED NECESSARY TO ENABLE THE BOARD AND THE 
ADMINISTRATOR TO DISCHARGE FULLY THEIR RESPECTIVE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION AND SAFETY REGULATORY 
RESPONSIBILITLES. 

INTERESTED PERSONS HAVE BEEN AFFORDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MAKING OF THIS 
REGULATION (23 F, R. 1737), AND DUE CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ALL RELEVANT MATTER PRESENTED. 

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOREGOING, THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD HEREBY AMENDS PART 18 OF THE 
CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS (111 CFR PART 18, AS AMENDED) AS FOLLOWS EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 5, 1958. 

BY AMENDING § L8.2LT BY DESIGNATING THE EXISTING PROVISION AS PARAGRAPH (A) AND BY ADDING A 
NEW PARAGRAPH (B) TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 
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18+2.1 PROVISIONS FOR AIR CARRIER RECORDS, * * * 

(B) THE REGISTERED OWNER OR OPERATOR OF A I R CARRIER AIRCRAFT SHALL RETAIN RECORDS 
FOR EACH SUCH AIRCRAFT AND ITS COMPONENTS AS FOLLOWSI 

(1) RETAIN ALL RECORDS OF MAJOR STRUCTURAL REPAIRS AND MAJOR ALTERATIONS U N ­
TIL THE AIRCRAFT IS SOLD, I N WHICH CASE THE RECORDS SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEW REGISTERED 
OWNER OR OPERATOR. I N THE EVENT THAT THE AIRCRAFT IS RETIRED, THE RECORDS SHALL BE RETAINED 
FOR ONE YEAR AFTER THE DATE OF CANCELLATION OF THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, 

(2) RETAIN FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR RECORDS OF ALL MAINTENANCE PERFORMED! PRO­
VIDED, THAT, WHEN AN APPROVED CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE SYSTEM IS USED, THE RECORDS OF THE LAST 
COMPLETE OVERHAUL CYCLE FOR EACH AIRCRAFT AND ITS COMPONENTS MUST ALSO BE RETAINED AND B E 
AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES. I N THE EVENT THAT THE AIRCRAFT AND ITS COMPONENTS IS SOLD, THE REC­
ORDS SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEW REGISTERED OWNER OR OPERATOR. 

(3) RETAIN ALL RECORDS OF X-RAYS, AND OTHER SPECIAL TESTS SPECIFIED B Y THE 
ADMINISTRATOR, WHICH RELATE TO AIRCRAFT COMPONENTS DESIGNATED B Y THE ADMINISTRATOR AS CRITICAL 
COMPONENTS UNTIL SUCH COMPONENTS ARE SOLD, IN WHICH CASE THE RECORDS SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO 
THE NEW OWNER OR USER. IN THE EVENT THAT SUCH COMPONENTS ARE RETIRED, SUCH RECORDS SHALL BE 
RETAINED FOR ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF RETIREMENT OR THE DATE OF CANCELLATION OF THE REGISTRA­
TION CERTIFICATE, IF REGISTERED,. 

THE RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED B Y THE BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 

(SEC. 205 ( A ) , 52 STAT. 98Uj- h9 U.S,C, L25 ( A ) . INTERPRET OR APPLY SEES, 601, 605, 702, 52 
STAT. 1007, 1010, 1013, AS AMENDED; h9 U . S . C . 551, 555, 582) 

^ THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARDS 

/ S / MABEL MCCART 

MABEL MCCART 
ACTING SECRETARY 

(SKAL) 
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